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The purpose of this Curriculum Guide is to provide current families with resources and
information that we utilize here within GATE classrooms.

Click on these links to navigate to:
Elementary (2-5) Handbook and Code of Conduct

Our Mission:
We are dedicated to ensuring our educational experiences fit the needs of each student,
offering ability-based and mixed age academic groupings, and providing support for the
social and emotional needs of our student population.

Our Vision:
Grow our hearts…
Grow our minds…
Grow our future!

District & State Assessments:
GATE students take the following assessments each year:

Fall Winter Spring

NWEA Math &
Reading ✔ ✔
M-Step ✔

Classroom Assessments:
Teachers use both formative (short, to inform teaching and learning) and summative
(cumulative, final) assessments in the classroom in each content area.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-hIU-Al_0Ya4jUOBQBsd_IjmZmG3j0GW/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/m-step


English Language Arts

Standards: Common Core Standards
Primary Resource: Wit & Wisdom
Student Access: Log in to Clever. Students can have access to all units. Student user:
@Avondaleschools.org email address Password: Student ID #
Secondary Resource: Newsela
Khan Academy, IXL(IXL can be also accessed through Clever)

Learning Progression:

GATE Grade Level Wit & Wisdom Grade Level Units

2nd 2nd Grade Units 1-3, 3rd Grade Units 1, 2
Or

3rd Grade Units 1-4

3rd 3rd Grade Units 3-4, 4th Grade Units 1-4
Or

4th Grade Units 1-4

4th 5th Grade Level Units

5th 6th Grade Level Units

Grade Level Unit Guides for ELA:

2nd Grade Units
3rd Grade Units

4th Grade Units
5th Grade Units
6th Grade Units

Mathematics
Standards: Common Core Standards
Primary Resource: Big Ideas Textbook Access (Modeling Real Life) & Extra Resources
Secondary Resource: Exemplars
Additional Resources:
IXL (Can also be accessed through Clever)
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https://corestandards.org/
https://greatminds.org/english/witwisdom
https://clever.com/oauth/sis/login?target=NjJiOWViYWVkZDU1NzI0NjM3YzU3MjVj%3BbzRrcGh2aDJ5Z252eDgzdnhjNjQ%3D%3BaHR0cHM6Ly9zY2hvb2xzLmNsZXZlci5jb20vYXV0aC1jYWxsYmFjaw%3D%3D%3BZTVhZjI0OTJlZTcwY2EzYTZlNjk3NzViNWE0MTZlZDI4MDRlYzc1YWU3YjQ2MWY4YTE1NzY2MzRhYTIzMWRhMw%3D%3D%3BY29kZQ%3D%3D%3B&skip=1&default_badge=
https://newsela.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.ixl.com/
https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/3454910/Family%20Tip%20Sheets%20-%20WW/Grade%202.pdf
https://3454910.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/3454910/Family%20Tip%20Sheets%20-%20WW/Grade%203.pdf
https://3454910.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/3454910/Family%20Tip%20Sheets%20-%20WW/Grade%204.pdf
https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/3454910/Family%20Tip%20Sheets%20-%20WW/Grade%205.pdf
https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/3454910/Family%20Tip%20Sheets%20-%20WW/Grade%206.pdf
https://corestandards.org/
https://bim.easyaccessmaterials.com/?students=1
https://bim.easyaccessmaterials.com/?parents=1
https://www.ixl.com/


Learning Progression:
*Students are given pre assessments at the start of each school year. Combined with our NWEA
results and the previous year’s data, teachers place students into the “best fit” math level for
them.

5th Grade Math 6th Advanced 7th Advanced
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2nd Grade Math 3rd Grade Math 4th Grade Math



Science

Standards: Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
Primary Resource: FOSS *Students may take the science text home each night to help study

Secondary Resource: Newsela Science
Additional Free Online Resources:
Climate Kids National Geographic Kids Nova Smithsonian
Learning Progression:
*GATE students rotate learning about science and social studies in an on/off cycle.

Social Studies

Standards: Michigan Social Studies Standards
Primary Resource: (OS Atlas) 2nd Units in Development
Secondary Resource: Newsela Social Studies *Students have online access through their Clever account

Additional Resource - Open Source Textbooks
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://fossnextgeneration.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/
https://ssec.si.edu/
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=4bab170dd4114e2dbce578723b37ca63
https://avondale-oakland.rubiconatlas.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/dashboard.html


Unit:
*GATE students rotate learning about science and social studies in an on/off cycle.

Unit 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1
What is a
community?

Michigan's
geography

Democratic
Values

Different people’s perspectives

shape their view of the world

2
Where is my
community? Michigan's history

Underground
Railroad

Impact of colonization in North

America

3
How do citizens
live?

Michigan's
economy

Automotive
Industry and
Labor Movement

Different people's perspectives

shape their ideas about farming,

working, trade, slavery, and

government

4

How do citizens
work together in
a community? Protect Michigan

Water in

Michigan

The years before the American

Revolution

5

How do
communities
change? The American Revolution

6

How can a citizen
affect a

community? Creating a successful country
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Special Area Classes

Class Standards Curriculum

STEAM Lab Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS)

Project Lead the Way
Teacher-Created

Physical Education Michigan PE Standards SHAPE

Art National Art Standards Art of Education (FLEX Pro)
& Deep Space Sparkle

Music Music Standards

BOE Approved 8/5/2024
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://www.pltw.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/2019/02/22/K_12_PE_Standards_Aug_17_ADA_compliance918.pdf
https://www.shapeamerica.org/publications/resources/teachingtools/teachertoolbox/curriculum.aspx
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://app.theartofeducation.edu/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qU7xegsX6KxwnlGZ79JW1t0HPHXmJVvG/view?usp=sharing

